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SESSION LAWS, 1913. [Cr. 126.

CHAPTER 126.
[S. B. 344.]

AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER.

AN Act providing for the appointment of official court reporters
in the State of Washington, prescribing their duties, oath of
office, and qualifications, and providing for their compensa-
tion and the manner of their appointment.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Stateof Washington:
Section 1. It shall be the duty of each superior court
judge in counties or judicial districts in the State of Wash-

ington having a population of over thirty thousand inhabi-
tants to appoint a stenographer to be attached to the court

. holden by him, (except, for the sake of economy, where in

counties or judicial districts having more than one judge
there is not sufficient trial work to require the services of
two or more official reporters, the judges of such courts
may, provided their trial dockets can be satisfactorily ar-
ranged so as not to delay the trials of cases, appoint one of-
ficial reporter jointly to act as official reporter for their
respective courts), who shall have had at least three years’
experience as a skilled, practical court reporter, or who
upon examination shall be able to report and transcribe ac-
curately one hundred fifty words per minute of the judge’s
charge or one hundred seventy-five words of testimony for

five consecutive minutes ; said test of efficiency, in the event

of inability to meet the qualifications as to length of time of

-experience, to be given by a committee of three of the at-

torneys of the county or district in which the said stenog-
rapher is seeking to act as official reporter, and such ste-
nographer shall thereupon become an officer of the court
and shall be designated and known as the official reporter
for the court or district for which he is appointed. Each
official reporter so appointed shall hold office during the
term of office of the judge appointing him, but may be
removed for incompetency, misconduct or neglect of duty,
and before entering upon the discharge of his duties shall
take an oath to perform faithfully the duties of his office,
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and file a bond in the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000)
for the faithful discharge of his duties. No person shall
be appointed to the office of official reporter who is not a
citizen of and a duly qualified elector in the State of Wash-
ington.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of each official reporter ap-
pointed under this act to attend every term of the superior
court in the county or judicial district for which he is
appointed, at such times as the judge presiding may di-
rect; and upon the trial of any cause in any court, if
either party to the suit or action, or his attorney, request
the services of the official reporter, the presiding judge
shall grant such request, or upon his own motion such
presiding judge may order a full report of the testimony,
exceptions taken, and all other oral proceedings; in which
case the official reporter shall cause accurate shorthand
notes of the oral testimony, exceptions taken, and other
oral proceedings had, to be taken, except when the judge
and attorneys dispense with his services with respect to
any portion of the proceedings therein, which notes shall

be filed in the office of the clerk of the superior court where

such trial is had.

Sec. 8. Each official reporter so appointed shall be paid
a compensation at the rate of ten dollars ($10) per diem
for every day that he is actually in attendance upon said
court pursuant to the direction of the court, which com-
pensation shall be paid out of the county treasury where
such court is held, as other expenses of the court are paid;
and the sworn statement of the official reporter as to the
number of days’ attendance upon the ‘court, when certified
as correct by the judge presiding, shall he a sufficient
voucher to the county auditor, upon which he shall draw

his warrant upon the treasurer of the county in favor of
the official reporter.

Sec. 4. In each civil action hereafter commenced the
sum of one dollar ($1) shall be paid by the plaintiff at the
time of the filing of the complaint to the clerk of the court,
and at the time of the appearance of the defendant, or any
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defendant appearing separately, there shall be paid in to
the clerk of the court one dollar ($1), and these sums so
paid shall be taxed as costs in the case, and collected from .
the unsuccessful party in said action, and shall be known as
stenographers’ costs, and shall be paid by the clerk of said
court into the county treasury of the county in which
said action is commenced.

Sec. 5. When shorthand notes have been taken in any
cause as in this act provided, if the court, or either party
to the suit or action, or his attorney, requests a tran-
script of the notes into long hand, the official reporter shall
make, or cause to be made, with reasonable diligence, full
and accurate typewritten transcript of the testimony and
other proceedings, which shall, when certified to, as herein-
after provided, be filed with the clerk of the court where
such trial is had for the use of the court or parties to the
action. The fees of the reporter for making such tran-
script shall be fifteen cents per folio of one hundred words
for the original copy, and five cents per folio for each
carbon copy ordered before the original is made, or made
at the same time as the original, and when such transcript
is ordered by any party to any such suit or action said
fees shall be paid forthwith by the party ordering the
same, and in all cases where a transcript is made as pro-
vided for under the provisions of this act.the cost thereof

~shall be taxable as costs in the case, and shall be so taxed

as other costs in the case are taxed: Provided, That when
the defendant in any criminal cause shall present to the
Jjudge presiding satisfactory proof, by affidavit or other-
wise, that he is unable to pay for such transcript, the pre-
siding judge, if in his opinion justice will thereby be pro-
moted, may order said transcript to be made by the official
reporter, in which case the official reporter shall be paid
for preparing said transcript ten cents per folio for the
original copy and five cents per folio for each. carbon
copy ordered at the same time as the original or made at
the same time as the original, which transcript fee shall
be paid in like manner as the per diem fees are paid as
specified in section three of this act.
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Sec. 6. The report of the official reporter, when tran-
scribed and certified as being a correct transcript of the
stenographic notes of the testimony, or other oral pro-
ceedings had in the matter, shall be prima facie a correct
statement of such testimony or other oral proceedings had,
and the same may thereafter, in any civil cause, be read
in evidence as competent testimony, when satisfactory
proof is offered to the judge presiding that the witness
originally giving such testimony is then dead or without
the jurisdiction of the court, subject, however, to all ob-
jections the same as though such witness were present and
giving such testimony in person.

SEc. 7. When the official reporter who has taken notes
in any cause, shall thereafter cease to be such official re-
porter, any transcript thereafter made by him therefrom,
or made by any competent person under the direction of
the court, and duly certified to by the person making the
same, under oath, as a full, true and correct transcript of
said notes, the same shall have full force and effect the
same as though certified by an official reporter of said
court.

Sec. 8. In the event of the absence or inability of the
official reporter to act, the presiding judge may appoint
a competent stenographer to act pro tem, who shall per-
form the same duties as the official reporter, and whose re-
port when certified to, shall have the same legal effect as
the certified report of the official reporter. The reporter
pro tem shall possess the qualifications and take the oath
prescribed for the official reporter, and shall file a like
bond, and shall receive the same compensation.

Sec. 9. 1In all counties or judicial districts, except
counties of the first class, such official reporter shall act
as amanuensis to the court where he is appointed, and the
court may allow him per diem therefor, as provided in this
act: Provided, That in no event shall the per diem for
such work exceed ten days in any one calendar month.

Sec. 10. Official reporters or reporters pro tem may,
without order of court, upon giving a proper receipt
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therefor, procure at all reasonable hours from the office of
the clerk of the court, any files or exhibits necessary for
use in the preparation of statements of fact or transerib-
ing portions of testimony or proceedings in any cause re-
ported by them.

Sec. 11. Necessary supplies for reporting and for the
preparation of transcripts in criminal cases shall be fur-
nished by the county. Typewriters and all other supplies
in all other casés shall be furnished by the stenographers.
In counties where arrangements can be made therefor, suit-
able office room shall be furnished the official reporter.

Sec. 12. At the request of either party to an action
an official reporter from the same or any other district in
the state may be substituted for the official reporter of the
court in which the action is being tried for the purpose of
reporting the trial of said action: Provided, That the party
or parties to the action requesting such substitution pay
or secure to be paid to the clerk of the court the necessary
traveling and hotel expenses of the official reporters so sub-
stituted as aforesaid.

Skc. 18. This act shall not apply to any county having
a. population of two hundred thousand, or over.

Passed the Senate February 25, 1913.

Passed the House March 12, 1913.

Approved by the Governor March 19, 1913,



